EILIS AS SHE IS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE NOVEL:
· In Ireland, her life is circumscribed by the three pillars of Irish society- the family, the church and the social mores of the 1950s.
· Currently studying bookkeeping and lives with her mother and sister.
· Enniscorthy is a traditional Irish town: strong force of religious and family values.
· Enniscorthy: suffocating, little opportunity and outlook. Remote country town that is very isolated and distant. Future for young people like Eilis is very grim and limited. There is no scope for Eilis to develop
· Eilis is reluctant to go to Brooklyn and would be “quite content to stay at home”. 
· Eilis' role in the family is very passive and submissive; entirely the initiative of her sister to go to America.
· She feels a sense of duty to leave by her family who have already assumed her departure. Eilis doesn't consider challenging the proposal because she respects her family too much. Doesn't want to disappoint them so she tries to hide the fact that she doesn't really want to go. Unquestionable expectations.
· Eilis feels responsible for her families emotions, she is reluctant to voice her opinion and feelings, "what she would need to do in the days before she left and on the morning of her departure was smile, so that they would remember her smiling".
· Feelings of inadequacy. E.g. When she goes to the dance and gets turned down by Jim Farrell; Also doesn't feel worthy of going to Brooklyn, "she wondered if her mother too believed that the wrong sister was leaving, and understood what Rose's motives were.
· Eilis is unable to decide what she wants in life and cannot live by her own morals and beliefs because most choices are made for her.
· She is not self-aware as all decisions and definitions of herself are imposed upon her by others. She accepts the fact that her decisions are taken out of her hands.
· Many of the decisions made regarding Eilis' life are not made by her, but rather dictated by her mother and aspiring older sister Rose.
· Rose is glamorous and extroverted, Eilis is a subservient daughter and their mother is the head.
· She is very respectful and accommodating, very yielding character who does things to please others. Doesn't necessarily sit right with her.
· Eilis voyages through her life in Enniscorthy, submissively and silently which presents her with very limited horizons – there is really nothing to strive for in Enniscorthy. 
· The suffocating, rigid and repressive social conventions of such a society moulded Eilis into a passive and naive person who could not control her own life and allowed others to dominate. 
· The impact of her social upbringing controls her ability to question the people around her.
QUOTES:
· "Eilis Lacey, sitting at the window of the upstairs living room in the house on Friary Street, noticed her sister walking briskly from work".
· "She knew also that there was, at least for the moment, no work for anyone in Enniscorthy, no matter what their qualifications".
· "I'm just there until something turns up". Has to justify her own decisions that she does make to her family, because they may not approve. 
· "Feels like a child", demonstrates her immature behaviour and vulnerability. Needs constant support from others, like a child. Challenging for her to live a solitary life.
· "She says you are to call in on her", expectation/assumption that Eilis 
· "It had somehow been tactically arranged," for Eilis to go to Brooklyn. Demonstrating that she has little input in deciding life choices. 
· "Pretending at all times that she was filled with excitement at the great adventure on which she was ready to embark".
