Year 11
English


Gattaca (1997)

Directed by Andrew Niccol
Discussion/Notes and Questions

STYLE

RECURRING VISUAL SYMBOLS

These are used by the filmmaker to reinforce the ideas that are being explored. The more shown/the less said.

A prime example of this is the opening sequence of the film. But there are many others sprinkled throughout the film.

TASK: 

1. Describe the opening sequence of the film and discuss the meaning. Look at quote from Ecclesiastes.

2. What are the symbolic meanings of the many images that we see of the medical pouches and blood sachets etc?

3. What is the symbolism of the space ships taking off?

4. Symbolism of swimming – outline examples from the film.

LIGHTING

Lighting is an important aspect on film style. The lighting style for Gattaca (1997) is very stark and defined. There is no obvious ‘mood’ lighting used and the focus is quite sharp.

TASK:

1. Why do you think Andrew Niccol chose to ‘light’ the film this way?

2. If ‘life’ in the film is very clear and defined, is everything still as it seems?

MULTIPLE NARRATIVES

There are a number of narratives followed throughout the film. Although they do run independently at times, they are not always ‘parallel’ as they do meet as plot diversions. The narratives interweave and merge at the climax of the film.

TASK:

1. List the main narratives found in the film. (Look for at least five)

2. Which one do you think is the most important? Why?

3. Rank them in order of importance.

4. Which is the most expendable? Why?

5. Which are resolved? When?

SETTINGS

The key settings in the film do not follow the narrative chronologically, however we are still able to see the environments that relate to the main characters. They are all extremely different in style and importance and there is a sense that although the characters ‘occupy’ these spaces they do not seem to ‘belong’ there. 

· Vincent’s childhood home – has a typical 1950’s Americana feel to it. 

· Eugene/Jerome’s home – Where Vincent lives as a borrowed ladder.

· Irene’s home – overlooking the ocean/huge plate-glass window.

· Geneticist’s clinic. – cold/ordered/efficient

· Gattaca Corporation.

· External scenes 

             -     sterile and ordered which reflects society.

· electric cars ‘hiss’ – alternative energies. 

· no sign of human presence

· solar farm

TASK:

1. Describe Vincent’s childhood home?

2. Is it coincidence that the adolescent Vincent looks like James Dean? Is he a rebel with a cause? Discuss?

3. What is Eugene/Jerome’s home like? Is it a normal home? Use this as a comparison to Vincent’s childhood home.

4. What does Irene’s home show us about her background/personality?

5. Describe Vincent/Jerome’s workplace/workstation? Look at the population and uniformity of the Gattaca Corporation.

6. What links to the film’s futuristic setting can be made?
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