The Great Gatsby Key Quotes
· P. 7 "I’m inclined to reserve all judgements."

· “As my father snobbishly suggested, and I snobbishly repeat”

· P. 8  “Gatsby, who represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn”

· “There was something gorgeous about him, some heightened sensitivity to the promises of life... It was an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness”

· "Gatsby turned out all right at the end; it is what preyed on Gatsby, what foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams that temporarily closed out my interest in the abortive sorrows and short-winded elations of men."

· P. 9 "The Middle West now seemed like the ragged edge of the universe"

· P. 9 "I was…a pathfinder, an original settler."

· P. 10 “raw ivy, and a marble swimming pool, and more than 40 acres of lawn and garden. It was Gatsby’s mansion”

· P. 12  “One of those men who reach such an acute limited excellence at 21 that everything afterward savours of anti-climax” (Tom)
· “He’d brought down a string of polo ponies”

· “Drifted here and there, unrestfully wherever people played polo and were rich together” Tom + Daisy

· “I felt that Tom would drift on forever seeking... for the dramatic turbulence of some irrecoverable football game” 

· "It was a body (Tom’s) capable of enormous leverage — a cruel body."

· “The fresh grass that seemed it grow a little way into the house... frosted weeding-cake of the ceiling”

· “Two young women were buoyed up as though upon an anchored balloon... the two young women ballooned slowly to the floor”

· “Groan of a picture on the wall”

· “An arrangement of notes that will never be played again... men who had cared for her found difficult to forget”

· “Small-breasted girl, with an erect carriage... like a young cadet... wan, charming, discontented face”

· P. 18 "’Civilization’s going to pieces,’ broke out Tom violently. ‘I’ve gotten to be a terrible pessimist about things. Have you read The Rise of the Colored Empires by this man Goddard?’"

· P. 22 "I know. I’ve been everywhere and seen everything and done everything…Sophisticated — God, I’m sophisticated!" — Daisy

· “Look squarely at every one, and yet to avoid all eyes” (nick, voyeur)

· “The best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool”

· The “blue and gigantic” eyes of Dr TJ Eckleburg “brood on over the solemn dumping ground”

·  “There was an immediately perceptible vitality about her” (Myrtle) 

· “Mrs Wilson had changed her costume some time before”

· “I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life”

· “In his blue gardens” “a pyramid of pulp less halves” “glistening hors-d’ouvre... salads of harlequin designs... turkeys bewitched to a dark gold” “the orchestra... no thin five piece affair” “yellow cocktail music” 
· Smile : “eternal reassurance” “understood you as much as you wanted to be understood” 
· “elegant young rough-neck”
· The parties were “merely casual events”
· “Sometimes in my mind I followed them”

· Jordan was “incurably dishonest”

· “I am one of the few honest people that I have ever known”

· “White heaps and sugar lumps” 

· “I had no girl... so I drew up the girl beside me”

· “He literally glowed” (after being reunited with Daisy)k
· “He revalued everything in his house according to the measure of response it drew” from Daisy

· “Daisy bent her head into the shirts and began to cry stormily” 

· P. 92 "The rich get richer and the poor get — children."

· P. 92 "There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams — no through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone beyond her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative passion…"

· P. 95 "The truth was that Jay Gatsby…sprang from his Platonic conception of himself."

· P. 95 "He was a son of God…and he must be about His Father’s business, the service of a vast, vulgar, and meretricious beauty."

· P. 100-101 "It is invariably saddening to look through new eyes at things upon which you have expended your own powers of adjustment."

· “the unreality of reality, a promise that the rock of the world was founded securely on a fairy’s wing”

· P. 117 "Can’t repeat the past?…Why of course you can!" — Gatsby

· “The blocks of the sidewalks really formed a ladder... he could climb to it... could suck on the pap of life” 

· P. 118 "when he…wed his unutterable visions to her perishable breath, his mind would never romp again like the mind of God."

· P. 119 "his career as Trimalchio was over."

· P. 115 "It was full of money... the golden girl” 
· P. 118 "Mr Nobody from Nowhere”
· “The dead dream fought on... trying to touch what was no longer tangible” 

· “Her left breast was swinging loose life a flap”

· P. 154 "Many men had already loved Daisy – it increased her value in his eyes”
· “He took what he could get ravenously and unscrupulously”

· P. 156 "Daisy, gleaming like silver, safe and proud above the hot struggles of the poor"

· “She wanted her life shaped now... of love, of money, of unquestionable practicality” 

· P. 160 "’They’re a rotten crowd’, I shouted across the lawn. ‘You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.’"

· P. 160 “gorgeous pink rag of a suit” "his incorruptible dream" (vs. Gatsby’s corruption)

· “I don’t know which of us hung up... but I didn’t care” 
· “If he’d of lived, he’d of been a great man” 

· P. 186 "They were careless people, Tom and Daisy — they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together, and let other people clean up the mess they had made…"

· P. 187 "I became aware of the old island here that flowered once for Dutch sailors’ eyes — a fresh, green breast of the new world. Its vanished trees, the trees that had made way for Gatsby’s house, had once pandered in whispers to the last and greatest of all human dreams; for a transitory enchanted moment man must have held his breath in the presence of this continent, compelled into an aesthetic contemplation he neither understood nor desired, face to face for the last time in history with something commensurate to his capacity for wonder."

· P. 167 "After Gatsby’s death the East was haunted for me like that, distorted beyond my eye’s power of correction."

· P. 188 "”Gatsby believed in the green... that year by year recedes before us” 
Critics
Ian and Michelle McMechan
· “The impressions generated by Daisy Fay’s name are of sunshine. Transience and vague unreality” 
Rena Sanderson

· Flapper = “spoiled, sexually liberated, self-centred, fun-loving and magnetic” 
· “A virtual emblem of American modernity, she and all she stood for were envied, desired, feared, and emulated”
· Women had more social mobility in the boom so perhaps the flapper is “a product of the social flux”
· “Huge Munsterberg, among others, denigrated women’s cultural activity as sentimental, overly emotional, and intellectually inferior” 
· “Flapperdom stood for individual rebellion against the old pieties and restraints”
Tony Tanner 

· “Gatsby’s concern with time – its arrestabilty, recuperabilty, repeatability – is equally obsessive”
· “The green light offers Gatsby a suitably inaccessible focus for his yearning”

· “Nick who transcribes these accounts; how much he may be requoting his sources and how much translating them – transforming, embellishing, amplifying, rewording – we can never know”

· “about 4% of the book is in Gatsby’s own words”

· “By systematic deletion Fitzgerald makes Gatsby a far more shadowy, less knowable, more ultimately elusive figure” 

· Nick is a “self-isolating voyeur”
· “He prefers to ‘erase’ whatever might be the ‘dirty’ side of the story, either by omission, denial, over-writing, reinterpretation or by transformation”

· “He has given us an El Greco-ish version – heightened, enlarged, excitably glorified – of Gatsby”

Lionel Trilling
· Gatsby "comes inevitably to stand for America itself”
Key Points/ Themes
· Lots of references to the colour green, like in the green light, green being the colour of money, link to American Dream and corruption
Feminism
· Patriarchy is the social system where man is head of house etc

· Fitzgerald has a cynical view of women in society as inferior to men. Not uncommon in such a society as this was written in as in general women remained largely dependent on men. There is a clear metaphor in Chapter 1

" two young women were buoyed up as though upon an anchored balloon. They were both in white, and their dresses were rippling and fluttering as if they had just been blown back in after a short flight around the house. I must have stood for a few moments listening to the whip and snap of the curtains and the groan of a picture on the wall. Then there was a boom as Tom Buchanan shut the rear windows and the caught wind died out about the room, and the curtains and the rugs and the two young women ballooned slowly to the floor."

-> control Tom has over them
· The movement within the house (the dresses, curtains and rugs) represents the women’s freedom which admittedly was growing throughout the 1920s however, as the powerful male figure enters the room he soon puts a stop to such liberty. 
· This is later evident in the play also when the women are dragged kicking and screaming from Gatsby’s party. It reflects the society in which the novel is set and shows that although women were speaking out more and gaining small amounts of freedom, ultimately they always had to answer to men.
· Some see Fitzgerald as being sympathetic spokesman for modern women, some see him as out rightly condemning them for their failure to live up to the male hero’s romantic dreams 
· All 3 women are seen to be flappers to some extent
· In the 1920’s women have become free seen in the American Constitution “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” are seen as some of the most valuable things

· Gatsby & Tom have enough money so they do not need to be tied down for security

· To what extent is it the women’s fault that they have been presented victims? Gatsby’s dream clouded all his judgements, Tom domestically abused her, the society with more emphasis placed on money meant people became v superficial and fuelled the idea of the flapper
Jordan 


- Jordan is a masculine name - it is in reference to a car maker

-> this allusion suggests her independent nature and hints at her potential for causing accidents
- Jordan's attitude to golf, showing that she is supposedly hardened enough like a man to do whatever it takes to win. 
- Her job and lack of family shows she's a 'New Woman' as some feminists would describe it

-Her independent attitude towards life – she does as she wishes but some people don’t like this e.g. Tom Buchanon "They oughtn't to let her run around the country this way.
- Apparently “incurably dishonest” but she actually ends up saying one of the most honest things at the end when she says that Nick is emotionally a bad driver
- Nick gives us an incongruous description of her saying he read her face as being “wan, charming and discontented” 

- She is the most successful woman as she doesn’t die and has a job and ends up getting married, but presented quite masculine “erect carriage” , “small-breasted”, “young cadet” 
-> is the book misogynist? 

- Not sure how Nick feels towards her, their kiss is described extremely unromantically and it’s suggested that because he “had no girl” that’s why he “drew up the girl beside me” but at the end he says “angry, and half if love with her and tremendously sorry, I turned away”
- Breaks up with her extremely harshly “don’t know which of us hung up... but I didn’t care” and throughout their relationship we see him almost treating her as an object and one of convenience. This is depicted through Nick’s inconsistent and unemotional description of their intimacy.  
Daisy

· Her superficiality distracts the reader from remembering how she is the victim of domestic abuse

· Leaves Gatsby at the end, “voice full of money”
· Doesn’t even turn up to Gatsby’s funeral which makes us see Gatsby as the victim

· Flapper

· Siren

· Un maternal but she is aware of position of women in society
· Caused the car crash and doesn’t take responsibility

· “They were careless people, Tom and Daisy — they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together, and let other people clean up the mess they had made”
· Described as a “drifter”
· Victim of domestic abuse
· Victim of her culture?  Marries Tom for security & stability because Gatsby couldn’t offer her that
· Men only see her value, a commodity, “trophy”. A prize that is fought between Tom & Gatsby? 
Myrtle

· Deluded, we pity how she thinks Tom will be with her, dependant on Tom’s money
· Her death is very grotesque with her breast swinging like a flap which shows the maternal modern woman is being destroyed, victim of others
· All that’s left of her is a dog leash which shows how she was trapped and her value was so little
· She aspires to move out of the Valley of Ashes and is seen to buy many commodities, shows her rejection the lifestyle and social category she is in but you can’t buy your way out of it
· Tried with “tremendous vitality” to try to be something she was not
Background Info
· Published in 1925 
· 1920s America was becoming an urban society, its life was increasingly city-based 
· America had become a culture of mass production and mass consumption 
· It is a social satire, mocking the follies of contemporary social life, the shallowness, hypocrisy and greed in America in the years following WW1 
· Lionel Trilling argued that in a sense, Gatsby is America, and it is definitely true that the novel is concerned with the fate of American ideals. Fitzgerald’s favoured title for the book was Under the Red, White, and Blue invoking the national flag as an emblem of those ideals

· Depicts a society that is riven by class distinctions – Tom living in the fashionable East Egg and George Wilson in the dismal “valley of ashes”

· Shows the emergence of a mass society with pressure placed upon individual integrity from such sources as advertising and fashion 

· Original name for the book was “Trimalchio in West Egg” -> corrupt greek figure notorious for his lavish parties. Some degree true of Gatsby e.g. his name but Nick ultimately ends up admiring G so he isn’t Trimalchio 

The Jazz Age

· Start of the Roaring Twenties or the Golden Twenties was a period when the stock market soared and was notorious as a time of pleasure seeking & of reckless exuberance
· Tremendous surge in the popularity of Jazz music which is famous for its use of blue notes and improvisation. This can be seen clearly in Daisy’s voice which was “an arrangement of notes that will never be played again” 
· Famous for its liberated young women known as flappers who affronted conventional values with their short skirts, short hair and makeup. We can see this clearly in the novel in Gatsby’s parties. 
· Fitzgerald saw through the glitter of the Jazz Age to the moral emptiness and hypocrisy beneath, and part of him longed for this absent moral center. In many ways, The Great Gatsby represents Fitzgerald’s attempt to confront his conflicting feelings about the Jazz Age.
American Dream
· Seems to essentially trap the characters e.g. Gatsby, Daisy, Myrtle

· As the economy improved there was a rise of consumerism, advertising and mass production of affordable goods transforming American values

· The enchantment of the American Dream seems to be rooted from the foundations of America when it was first founded by the Dutch sailors who saw “a fresh green breast of the new world” and saw it as a country of freedom and new beginnings but the 20s the increasingly materialistic society  now enchanted and repulsed people
· The American dream was originally about discovery, individualism, and the pursuit of happiness. In the 1920s depicted in the novel, however, easy money and relaxed social values have corrupted this dream, especially on the East Coast. The main plotline of the novel reflects this assessment, as Gatsby’s dream of loving Daisy is ruined by the difference in their respective social statuses, his resorting to crime to make enough money to impress her, and the rampant materialism that characterizes her lifestyle
· Nick compares the green bulk of America rising from the ocean to the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. Just as Americans have given America meaning through their dreams for their own lives, Gatsby instills Daisy with a kind of idealized perfection that she neither deserves nor possesses. Gatsby’s dream is ruined by the unworthiness of its object, just as the American dream in the 1920s is ruined by the unworthiness of its object—money and pleasure
· On one hand Nick admires the fact that Gatsby made his fortune out of nothing – a true “rags to riches” story and how Gatsby’s “incorruptible dream” meant he felt the same sense of wonder & limitless as the first settlers but on the other hand he detests the corrupt ways in which he made his fortune that provokes Nick’s scorn
· Gatsby has recreated himself, shedding the past and abandoning his parents
· Fitzgerald presents an apparent paradox in which success in material terms – the acquisition of the trappings of wealth – inescapably means failure in terms of the ideal
Desires & Dreams

· Gatsby’s greatness for Nick resides in his capacity for hope and the strength of his desire. Daisy is the object of his desire but Nick says that Gs hunger for the possibilities life has to offer “Had gone beyond her, beyond everything”. In other words, his desire is a drive to transcend the world as it is, to move beyond it towards something better we can clearly see this when Gatsby stretches out towards the green light at the end of the dock. 

· Fitzgerald contrasts the energy of Gatsby’s desire with the apathy and cynicism of those around him e.g. Daisy who believes that the future doesn’t hold any promise for her because she has “been everywhere and seen everything and done everything”. Tom and Daisy have been described as drifters, restless and without direction. In contrast with those who drift around him, G’s life is directed and purposeful
Nick as a writer

· Told in retrospect - there is a strong element of unreliability due to the fragile nature of memory, as well as the fact that a lot of Nick's account is made up of his speculations, and of second/third hand information. Importantly, Fitzgerald always allows Nick's presence to be justified at the novel's pivotal points - eg. in the argument in the hotel, Nick and Jordan try to leave but Tom and Gatsby, "insisted with competitive firmness that they remain."
· Time is linear within novel but accelarates/decelerates throughout - this creates a sense of disorientation at times, especially at the parties. Significant because time becomes an oppressive presence in Gatsby’s life e.g.  his desire to exist in the past and the symbolism in the clock falling over (time is running out)
· East Egg: Buchanans, hypocritical materialism, ruthless pursuit of wealth and success
West Egg: Gatsby and Nick, nostalgic yearning for an ideal that transcends materialism and the everyday.
There is a "bizarre and not a little sinister contrast".
· He is inconsistent and contradictory many times which blurs the lines of reality e.g. His oscillating feelings towards Gatsby, “gorgeous pink rag of a suit”
· Nick’s frequent use of opaque, amplified & romanticised language e.g. the smile gives an account where events have been hugely exaggerated
· He suppresses the truth e.g. his birthday, his personal life, gatsby’s  background
· Blurs & distorts thing so it’s hard to trust him as a reliable narrator if he himself is not clear what he saw  e.g. grass inside the house, yellow cocktail music, groaning picture
· Very ambivalent towards other characters e.g. Daisy presented as  a “buoyed up anchored balloon” but then a siren figure “an arrangement of notes that will never be played again” luring men and killing them in a metaphorical sense as the sirens used to kill sailors by luring them to their deaths
· Better to look through situations through a single window but then he looks at characters from different POV of being a narrator & a character
· Simple ideas are turned into complex predicaments in Nick’s head leaving multiple meanings
e.g. White heaps and sugar lumps either city or metaphorically represent the fragility the states of materialism and happiness from money can collapse or how buildings have no permanence

